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Glasgow, November  2024: For immediate release
Wild Goose Publications, the publishing house of the Iona Community, is thrilled to announce the release of And Then She Said by John L Bell.

Silliness, sensitivity, sexuality, suffering, surprise – this rich collection of true stories offers a glimpse into the extraordinary lives of ordinary people, revealing the power of faith, the beauty of human connection, and the unexpected ways in which God can work in our lives. The collection includes accounts as varied as the suspicion of smuggling pornography into a foreign country, the act of sheltering an alleged enemy during wartime, and intimate moments shared with a dying boy or a convicted murderer.

These stories transcend the boundaries of nation, culture and circumstance, exploring themes of love, loss, forgiveness and the enduring power of the human spirit. With great care taken to ensure the anonymity of those involved where permission has not been given to use their real names, John Bell's approach allows these tales to resonate deeply with readers, reflecting the innate wisdom, humour and resilience present in all people – particularly those whose stories often go unnoticed in the wider world.

What sets And Then She Said apart is Bell's resistance to moralising or adding personal reflections to the tales, allowing readers to interpret and connect with them on their own terms. As he writes, “All the stories in And Then She Said are true. They come from real life; they involve real people. All they need is to be read, not explained.”

The title, And Then She Said, acknowledges the significant role women have played in John’s life and faith. As he reflects, “When I look back on my life, I realise how many of the people who have nourished and enlarged my faith and religious affection have been female.” In many of these stories, it is women who offer insight, wisdom and a perspective that is often overlooked.

While And Then She Said touches on themes of faith, it is not exclusively for a religious audience. These stories are about life in all its marvellous depth, absurdity and unexpectedness. John L Bell presents faith not as a crutch, but as an adventure that intersects with the everyday – an invitation to see life’s complexities through a lens of curiosity, empathy and openness.
The book will be available from www.ionabooks.com from mid-November 2024
ISBN 978-1-80432-357-1
£10.99

About the author, 
John L Bell, is known for his lifelong contributions to liturgy, spirituality and social justice through his work with the Wild Goose Resource Group and The Iona Community. For over 40 years, he has been a trusted voice in religious broadcasting, and his songs – many created alongside his late colleague and friend Graham Maule – are sung in churches across English-speaking countries, as well as translated into several European languages. He resides in Glasgow and continues to explore the complexities of human experience through storytelling and song.
Other titles by John L. Bell
https://bit.ly/4diYbH9

About Wild Goose Publications: Wild Goose Publications is the publishing house of the Iona Community, established in the Celtic Christian tradition of St Columba
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