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Understanding the prophetic has not been the easiest subject for many in the church, especially in Scotland. In Cath Livesey’s book, My Sheep Have Ears, we now have a book which leads us into a deeper and more accessible comprehension of how God speaks to us. 

We know from Jesus’ words in John 10 that sheep hear and respond to the Shepherd’s voice, but we need to learn to recognise that voice in the first place. Livesey helps us to see that we are all capable of hearing God’s voice – we just need to learn to recognise it.

We may ask ourselves, or hear others say, "How do I know that it's God's voice? Why would he want to talk to me?" Livesey encourages the reader to ‘seek to embrace a mindset that will allow us to fully engage with the voice of God’, and then explains how we might achieve this. The author asks many of the questions a person seeking to understand the prophetic might ask, and then provides the answers, as well as the means to guide us deeper in our understanding of the person that is Holy Spirit. 

Who can Prophesy?
God poured out Holy Spirit on all people but, for many of us, there is an uncertainty of what to do next. It's perhaps the equivalent of a (spiritual) muscle which we have not exercised. In order to make it stronger we have to exercise it. In order to exercise our prophetic gift, we need to 'activate' it, and to do that, we need to be in a close relationship with God, to be continually listening for his voice. Livesey helps us to discern and act on the Shepherd’s voice throughout the four parts of the book. It provides a framework for practical application in our lives to enable us to listen to God not only for ourselves, but for others too.
For the more experienced in the prophetic, the book is a useful guide for discipling others as they seek to grow in this God-given spiritual gift. 

Once the prophetic gift is activated, Livesey then takes the reader beyond the revelation of what God is saying and teaches how to weigh a prophecy, challenging and questioning it e.g. ‘Does it strengthen, encourage and comfort?’ before it is shared with others. This makes the book useful not only for those exploring the prophetic, but for church leaders, (who may have other gifts) in helping them to understand and support the prophets in their churches.

This has become the second most thumbed and annotated book on my bookshelf! This is not a book to be read once and consigned to the bookshelf - it’s one you will find yourself referring to again and again as you seek a deeper understanding of the Shepherd’s voice. This will then enable you, through Holy Spirit, to lead others to that same place. 

