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Deesha Philyaw’s debut short story collection, The Secret Lives of Church Ladies, was a finalist for the 2020 National Book Award for Fiction, a finalist for The Story Prize (2020/2021), and longlisted for the 2021 PEN/Faulkner Award for Fiction. The Secret Lives of Church Ladies focuses on Black women, relationships, and the church.

Philyaw revels in the complexities of life, depicting generations of Black women navigating love, sexuality, death, family, and faith through the structures of the church. The 9 short stories are moving, funny, tender and in places, raw. The juxtaposition of the struggles of womanhood and being a “good Christian” girl is so relatable despite being couched in a Black American church context.

The first-person narrators shine through most of the stories, delivering unique and distinctive voices. I don’t tend to read short story anthologies as I find them unsatisfying, I always want more, but this I read like a novel! Rarely has a writer found a way for me to connect and understand every character in just a few pages. My only critique is that given the tension between faith and life choices that do not appear to fit the implied mould of Christian life, religion was often portrayed as an obstacle. I would have liked the collection to include a story where perhaps faith in some form was found or reconciled to a character.


The Secret Lives of Church Ladies, by Deesha Philyaw


 


 


Deesha Philyaw’s debut short story collection,


 


The Secret Lives of Church Ladies


, was a 


finalist for the 2020 National Book Award for Fiction, a finalist for The Story Prize 


(2020/2021), and longlisted


 


for the 2021 PEN/Faulkner Award for Fiction.


 


The Secret Lives 


of Church Ladies


 


focuses on Black women, relationships, and the church.


 


 


Philyaw revels in the complexities of life, depicting generations of Black women navigating 


love, sexuality, death, fami


ly, and faith through the structures of the church. The 9 short 


stories are moving, funny, tender and in places, raw. The juxtaposition of the struggles of 


womanhood and being a “good Christian” girl is so relatable despite 


being


 


couched in a 


Black American 


church context.


 


 


The first


-


person narrators shine through most of the stories, delivering unique and distinctive 


voices. I 


don’t tend to


 


read short story anthologies as I find them unsatisfying, I always want 


more, but this


 


I read like a novel! Rarely has


 


a writer found a way for me to connect and 


understand every character in just a few pages. My only critique is that given the tension 


between faith and life choices that do not appear to fit the implied mould of Christian life, 


religion was often portraye


d as an obstacle. I would have liked the collection to include a 


story where perhaps faith in some form was found or reconciled to a character.


 


 




The Secret Lives of Church Ladies, by Deesha Philyaw     Deesha Philyaw’s debut short story collection,   The Secret Lives of Church Ladies , was a  finalist for the 2020 National Book Award for Fiction, a finalist for The Story Prize  (2020/2021), and longlisted   for the 2021 PEN/Faulkner Award for Fiction.   The Secret Lives  of Church Ladies   focuses on Black women, relationships, and the church.     Philyaw revels in the complexities of life, depicting generations of Black women navigating  love, sexuality, death, fami ly, and faith through the structures of the church. The 9 short  stories are moving, funny, tender and in places, raw. The juxtaposition of the struggles of  womanhood and being a “good Christian” girl is so relatable despite  being   couched in a  Black American  church context.     The first - person narrators shine through most of the stories, delivering unique and distinctive  voices. I  don’t tend to   read short story anthologies as I find them unsatisfying, I always want  more, but this   I read like a novel! Rarely has   a writer found a way for me to connect and  understand every character in just a few pages. My only critique is that given the tension  between faith and life choices that do not appear to fit the implied mould of Christian life,  religion was often portraye d as an obstacle. I would have liked the collection to include a  story where perhaps faith in some form was found or reconciled to a character.    

