APEST – Teacher

We might think the role of Teacher is an obvious one in a congregation - it belongs to the Minister or Reader; it happens from the pulpit. When we read Ephesians 4.12-13… 
‘…to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.’
…it becomes clearer that this role cannot belong only to one person on one occasion.
Martin Fair unpacks the potential for the role of Teacher within a congregation.

Resources 
Where it’s difficult to encourage people to come out during the week, you might want to consider adding something on to the Sunday programme. A great way to start getting folk involved in going a little deeper is to offer talkback sessions at the end of the service – opportunities for discussion on the readings and the preaching just heard. Go with the flow; see what emerges.
Get ahead of the game by doing sermon preparation with a small group. Read and reflect on the upcoming passages and build messages around the questions and issues that arise for the members of the group. To explore this idea further, read The Roundtable Pulpit by John S McClure.
For contexts where gathering in groups is not practical, it’s still worth promoting learning by encouraging regular scripture engagement. Why not encourage congregants to use one of the ‘bible in a year’ programmes, such as www.bibleproject.com or www.bibleinoneyear.org 

Church of Scotland Learning
Launching in August 2023, Church of Scotland Learning will become a one-stop-shop for learning opportunities – fully-resourced courses and training options designed to be delivered in local contexts by local people.

Spill the Beans
For a curriculum useable across the whole congregation, worship and learning, check out www.spillthebeans.org.uk
With the emphasis on story-telling and patterned on lectionary readings, Spill the Beans features partnerships with both the Scottish Bible Society and Fischy Music and comes with related video and PowerPoint resources.

The Story
Another excellent resource, which is designed to take the whole congregation through a year – worship, preaching, adult learning, children and youth – is The Story by Max Lucado and Randy Frazee www.thestory.com. 

Scripture Union 
http://content.scriptureunion.org.uk continues to offer a wide range of learning materials – the Light materials for children and young people, holiday club programmes and bible reading notes for children, young people and adults.

Messy Church
Messy Church offers its own resources, for example Messy Church Goes Wild. Ideal for families with younger children.

Eden
Have a look at www.eden.co.uk for various other programmes and resources such as All-in-one Sunday School

The Bible Course
For adults looking to build a better understanding of the broad sweep of the Bible, consider The Bible Course, a seven week programme looking at Genesis to Revelation produced by The Bible Society www.biblesociety.org.uk Or for a somewhat different approach, why not form a group to watch the TV series The Chosen. Excellent resources to accompany the series can be found at www.eden.co.uk. 
If you don’t sense that there is the capacity to build an ongoing learning programme, it’s worth thinking of ‘pop up’ options – offering a short course in, for example, the run up to Easter. Try Another Story Must Begin by Jonathan Meyer, a Lent course built around Les Miserables.

5Q Central
[bookmark: _GoBack]5Q Central offer a complete APEST range of How To Disciple an Immature… You’ll find the Teacher here.
Emotionally Healthy
This podcast  considers how our teaching and preaching might be emotionally healthy for us and our hearers.

Books to resource
Anything by Loren Mead and the Alban Institute will prove worthwhile. Though not brand new, the writing is highly accessible and built on principles that aren’t restricted to any particular time or place. 
For a contemporary writer, look for the blogs of Australian, Craig Mitchell www.craigmitchell.com.au who among other things writes on learning communities and faith formation. 
Further on that topic, you might try Andrew Root’s Faith Formation in a Secular Age (Baker Academic)

